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I Want  to  Purchase 
Deluxe  or  Presenta- 
tion Bound  Copies  of 

any  catalogs,  books  or 
periodicals  on  United 
States  numismatics. 


John  F.  Bergman 


4223  Iroquois  Ave. 
Lakewood,  CA  90713 


(213)  421-0171  after  4 P.M.  PST, 
and  on  weekends 
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From  the  President... 

Election  Surprise,  Honor,  Responsibility 


Three  months  ago  I 
couldn't  even  spell 
'prezident'  and  now  I are 
one!  While  my  election  may 
have  been  a surprise,  it 
was  also  an  honor,  and  with 
honor  goes  responsibility. 
Largely  through  the  efforts 
of  past-president  Cal 
Wilson,  Asylum  editor 
Carling  Gresham,  and  a 
small  number  of  others,  the 
NBS  has  survived  and  pros- 
pered the  past  few  years. 
With  your  help  we  will 
continue  that  progress. 

In  1729  Johann  David 
Koehler  began  a trend  with 
the  publication  of  Histori- 
sche  Muenzbelustigung , the 
first  substantial  numismat- 
ic periodical.  In  1836  the 
great  English  numismatist, 
John  Akerman,  started  publi- 
cation of  The  Numismatic 
Chronicle,  and  the  same 
year  in  Paris,  publication 
of  Revue  Numismatique  com- 
menced. Initially  proposed 
by  Joseph  N.T.  Levick,  the 
American  Journal  of  Numis- 
matics came  into  existence 
in  1866. 

Koehler's  publication 
lasted  22  years,  its  exist- 
ence being  based  almost 
entirely  on  the  author's 
personal  efforts.  The  Numis- 
matic Chronicle  and  Revue 
Numismatique  are  still  be- 
ing published,  as  are  a num- 
ber of  the  other  important 
European  numismatic  periodi- 
cals which  began  in  that 


era.  The  AJN , though  form- 
ally having  ceased  regular 
publication,  lives  on  today 
through  the  many  worthwhile 
publications  of  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Society. 

While  numismatic  soci- 
eties sponsor  publication 
of  most  numismatic  jour- 
nals, practically  speaking, 
the  journal  is  the  society. 
In  large  part,  then,  The 
Asylum  truly  is  The  Numis- 
matic Bibliomania  Society. 

The  venerable  publica- 
tions listed  above,  and 
their  select  brethren,  are 
indeed  fortunate.  The  re- 
maining pages  of  this  issue 
could  easily  be  filled  with 
the  names  of  publications 
no  longer  issued.  The 
reasons  are  many:  As  with 
Koehler,  publication  often 
is  largely  the  effort  of 
one  person,  or  interest  in 
a certain  area  may  wane. 
Mostly,  though,  publica- 
tions and  their  respective 
organizations  die  because 
their  members  do  not 
support  them  with  written 
contributions . 

In  many  ways  this  is  the 
mid-nineteenth  century  for 
numismatic  bibliophiles.  It 
is  an  age  of  discovery; 
there  is  excitement  in  the 
air.  In  the  pages  of  The 
Asylum,  and  elsewhere, 
information  routinely  ap- 
pears that  has  never  before 
been  published  anywhere.  It 
is  a lot  like  an  informa-  > 
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CNA  Auction  Catalog  Bibliography 

By  Joseph  Foster 
Richmond,  VA 


While  much  has  been  writ- 
ten about  the  auction  cata- 
logs of  the  United  States, 
little  has  been  published 
about  our  northern  neigh- 
bor, Canada. 

There  were  very  few  deal- 
ers in  Canada  in  the  1800s, 
let  alone  auction  sales,  so 
until  the  the  late  1940s, 
when  Jim  Charlton  started 
his  auctions,  there  were 
very  few  auction  catalogs. 

Currently  I'm  trying  to 
put  together  a 'trial  list' 
of  Canadian  auction  cata- 
logs, and  will  get  to  it  at 
a later  date.  For  now,  I 
offer  this  listing  of  CNA 
sale  catalogs.  The  Canadian 
Numismatic  Association  was 
formed  in  1950,  with  their 
first  convention  and  sale 
being  held  in  1954. 

1954- Toronto,  Ont. 

8/23-24/54.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  700  lots, 

9pp,  2pls.  Printed  on 
8-1/2  X 14  inch  paper. 

1955- Ottawa,  Ont. 

9/7-8/55.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  844  lots, 

9pp,  lpl,  printed  on 
8-1/2  X 14  inch  paper. 


President . . . 

tional  jig-saw  puzzle;  some 
of  us  may  have  only  a piece 
or  two  of  information, 
while  others  may  fill  in 
large  areas. 

Why  not  send  the  editor 
a piece  of  your  mind?  • 


1956- London,  Ont. 
9/22-23/56.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1088  lots, 
llpp,  lpl,  printed  on 
8-1/2  X 14  inch  paper. 

195 7- Hamilton , Ont. 
8/30-31/57.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  756  lots, 

9pp,  lpl,  printed  on 
8-1/2  X 14  inch  paper. 

1958- Ottawa,  Ont. 

9/4-6/58.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  882  lots, 

12pp,  lpl,  still  on 
8-1/2  X 14  paper,  but 
with  'slick'  cover  with 
illus.  of  unc . 1921 
Canadian  half  dollar  on 
back  of  cover. (lot  131) 

1959- Regina,  Sask. 

9/2-4/59.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1605  lots, 
42pp,  2pls.  Orange  cov- 
ers, 153  X 233mm. 

1960- Sherbrooke , Que. 
8/18-20/60.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1602  lots, 
39pp,  3pls.  Blue  cov- 
ers, 153  X 233mm. 

1961- Hamilton,  Ont. 

8/31  - 9/2  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  2713  lots, 
69pp,  3pls.  Brown  cov- 
ers, 153  X 233mm. 

1962- Detroit , Mich. 

8/15-18/62.  Combined 
ANA/CNA  sale.  James 
Kelly  & J.E.  Charlton. 
2309  lots,  47pp,  illus. 
Canada,  lots  751-1670. 
White  covers,  216  X 
276mm.  > 
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WANTED 

Old  Dealer  Catalogs,  Price  Lists,  House  Organs,  etc. 
featuring  U.S.  Coins.  Send  list  with  condition  and 
prices  to: 

David  Sundman,  253  Union  Street, 
Littleton,  New  Hampshire  03561 


Foster. . . 

1963- Vancouver , B.C. 
8/15-17/63.  Continental 
Coins  Ltd.  1196  lots, 
43pp,  illus.  Green  cov- 
ers, 148  X 227mm. 

1964- Halif ax,  N.S. 
8/28-29/64.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1834  lots, 
53pp,  5pls.  Red  covers, 
142  X 216mm. 

1965- Montreal , Que . 
8/13-14/65.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  2748  lots, 
88pp,  8pls.  White  cov- 
ers, 142  X 216mm. 

1966- Winnipeg , Man. 
8/26-27/66.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1632  lots, 
57pp,  4pls.  White  cov- 
ers, 142  X 216mm. 

1967- Ottawa,  Ont. 

9/1-2/67.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  2200  lots, 
67pp,  lpl.  White  cov- 
ers. 142  X 216mm. 

1968- Calgary , Alt. 
7/15-16/68.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1900  lots, 
71pp,  lpl.  White  cov- 
ers, 142  X 216mm. 

1969- Toronto,  Ont. 
8/28-30/69.  Canada  Coin 
Exchange.  1805  lots, 
80pp,  4pls . White  cov- 
ers, 142  X 216mm. 


Illus.  with  a Holey  Dol- 
lar ( lot  #805 . ) 

1970- Halifax,  N.S. 

8/6-7/70.  Frank  Rose 
(Arcade  Coins) . 1889 
lots,  64pp,  14pls.  Blue 
covers,  142  X 216mm. 

1971- Vancouveer , B.C. 
8/26-28/71.  Frank  Rose 
(Arcade  Coins.)  1628 
lots,  52pp,  23pls.  Blue 
covers,  142  X 216mm. 

1972- Toronto,  Ont. 

8/2-5/72.  Joint  Conven- 
tion with  CPMS . Arcade 
Coins.  1525  lots,  50pp, 
21pls.  White  covers, 

142  X 216mm. 

1973- Saskatoon,  Sask. 
7/18-21/73.  Frank  Rose 
Enterprises,  Ltd.  1387 
lots,  42pp,  24pls.  (142 
X 216mm.)  White  covers 

1974- Hamilton,  Ont. 
8/21-24/74.  Frank  Rose 
Enterprises,  Ltd.  1323 
lots,  45pp,  14pls.  142 
X 216mm.  White  covers. 

1975- Calgary , Alta. 
7/14-16/75.  Charlton  Nu- 
mismatics, Ltd.  1587 
lots,  65pp,  illus.  216 

X 277mm.  White  covers. 

1976- Ottawa,  Ont. 

7/8-10/76.  Charlton  Auc- 
tions. 1331  lots,  75pp,  > 
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ANS  Plans  New  Building . . . in  1906 

By  Robert  Wester 
Pembroke,  NH 

A most  unusual  16-page,  A careful  examination  of 


6 by  9 inch  booklet  in  my 
numismatic  library  is  en- 
titled, Suggested  Plan  for 
a Building- for  the  Numis- 
matic and  Archeological 
(sic)  Society , (ANS.)  This 
fine  presentation  was  print- 
ed in  New  York  by  'The  De 
Vinne  Press'  in  1906. 

The  American  Numismatic 
Society's  building  was  de- 
signed by  architect  Charles 
P.  Huntington,  and  his 
seven  plates  of  blueprints 
illustrate  the  society's 
then-proposed  building  in 
precise  detail. 

Foster. . . 

illus.  White  covers, 

216  X 277mm.  (Facsimile 
of  $100  gold  Olympic.) 

1977- Vancouver , B.C. 

8/5-7/77.  Joe  Lepczyk. 
2190  lots,  66pp,  23pls. 
Red  cvrs,  164  X 242mm. 

1978- London,  Ont. 

7/28-30/78.  Charles  D. 
Moore  Auctions.  1548 
lots,  88pp,  illus.  137 
X 217mm.  White  covers. 

1979- Edmonton , Alt. 
7/16-21/79.  Charlton  In- 
ternational Pub.,  Inc. 
1328  lots,  48pp,  illus. 
Black  cvrs  277  X 216mm. 

1980- Montreal , Que. 
7/24-26/80.  Charlton  In- 
ternational. 939  lots, 
32pp,  illus.  White  cov- 
ers, 216  X 279mm. 

1981- Toronto,  Ont. 

7/23-25/81.  Charlton  In- 


the  plates  proved  to  be 
most  informative.  The 
length  of  the  building  is 
64  feet;  the  approximate 
width  is  40  feet,  and  it's 
possibly  45  feet  high,  in- 
cluding the  terrace. 

In  the  centerfold  of  the 
booklet  are  the  plates  for 
the  main  and  second  floors. 
The  main  floor  plan  contain- 
ed the  following  rooms: 
cloak,  safe,  and  two  recept- 
ion rooms.  An  exhibition 
and  meeting  room,  plus  the 
library  and  two  staircases, 
are  on  the  second  floor.  > 


ternational.  938  lots, 
30pp,  illus.  Black  cov- 
ers, 216  X 279mm. 

1982- Winnipeg , Man. 
7/15-17/82.  Empire  In- 
dustries, Inc.  1018 
lots,  68pp,  illus.  216 
X 286mm.  White  covers. 

1983- Moncton,  N.B. 
7/21-23/83.  Empire  In- 
dustries, Inc.  791 
lots,  42pp,  8pls.  141  X 
221mm.  White  covers. 

1984- Hamilton , Ont. 
7/20-22/84.  J & M Numis- 
matic Auction.  1110 
lots,  30pp,  illus.  216 

X 280mm.  Cream  covers. 

1985- Regina,  Sask. 
7/18-20/85.  J & M Numis- 
matic Auction.  1055 
lots,  26pp,  illus.  216 

X 280mm.  Cream  covers.  • 


Fall  & Winter,  1985 
Wester. . . 

Among  the  rooms  on  the 
second  floor  is  an  archway 
leading  to  the  exhibition 
room,  more  library  space, 
and  additional  rooms.  Above 
is  a beautiful  skylight  in 
the  roof,  which  can  be  view- 
ed from  the  balcony  or  the 
main  floor. 

Included  in  this  most  in- 
formative booklet  is  a his- 
tory of  the  society  until 
1906,  and  it  states  that  6 
April  1858  was  the  date  the 
society  was  organized. 

The  society's  seal  was 
was  designed  by  Charles 
Anthon,  and  was  adopted  on 
22  June  1865.  The  emblem  is 
a spray  of  oak  leaves  and 
acorns  with  the  legend, 
"Parva-Ne-Perseant, " (let 
not  small  things  perish.) 

Many  beautiful  medals 
have  been  struck  by  the 
society,  the  first  being 
one  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln;  among  others  are 
Christopher  Columbus,  Gen- 
eral U.S.  Grant,  a member- 
ship medal,  and  medals  to 
honor  the  society's  presi- 
dents . 

Their  monthly  publica- 
tion, The  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics,  was  first 
issued  in  May,  1866,  and 
continued  as  a monthly  un- 
til April,  1870;  it  was 
then  issued  quarterly  by 
the  Boston  Numismatic  Soci- 
ety until  April,  1890,  when 
William  Marvin  and  Lyman 
Low  continued  publication. 
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Orville  J.  Grady 

^Numismatic  Literature 

6602  Military  Ave 
Omaha,  NE  68104 


Over  the  years,  the  ANS 
has  continued  successfully 
in  every  respect  since  the 
1906  publication;  it  cele- 
brated its  50th  anniversa- 
ry by  moving  into  a new 
home  on  6 April  1908.  The 
Daniel  Parrish,  Jr.,  and  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan  collections 
were  given  to  the  society 
on  that  gala  occasion! 

The  society  continues  to 
produce  outstanding  medal- 
lie  art,  which  is  admired, 
collected  and  cherished  by 
many;  their  scholarly  publi- 
cations, exhibitions  and 
education  in  numismatics, 
to  all,  prevails! 

If  the  society's  past  is 
any  indication,  its  future 
is  most  certainly  assured!  • 


CLASSIFIED 

Tokens,  medals,  exonumia  book  list 
available.  Includes  standard  and 
esoteric  works.  Also  ask  for  our 
'out-of-print'  listing.  SASE 
appreciated.  WORLD  EXONUMIA,  POB 
4143ALJ,  Rockford,  IL  61110 
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Bradbeer  Rarity  Discovered? 

By  Jeff  Brown 
Sunnyvale,  CA 


While  attending  a Cali- 
fornia State  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  re- 
cently, held  in  San  Jose,  I 
happened  across  a dealer 
with  a large  inventory  of 
numismatic  literature.  As 
all  bibliophiles  are  wont 
to  do,  I browsed;  most  of 
his  stock  was  high-priced 
common  material,  but  some 
was  scarce,  and  higher 
priced . 

The  dealer  and  I exchang- 
ed pleasantries  while  I 
looked  through  boxes  of 
books.  In  the  last  box, 
behind  a $15  softbound 
reprint  of  Maris'  Coins  of 
New  Jersey,  a volume  caught 
my  eye;  on  the  spine  was 
the  author's  name.  Brad- 
beer.  The  cover  was  marbled 
cardboard  with  a maroon 
cloth  across  the  spine. 

Intrigued,  I opened  the 
book;  to  my  surprise  it  was 
not  printed,  but  typed.  Not 
only  that,  it  appeared  to 
be  a carbon  copy.  I asked 
the  dealer  what  he  knew 
about  the  book;  he  indicat- 
ed that  there  had  been 
three  copies  at  one  time, 
and  that  he  had  handled  two 
of  them. 

Now  the  adrenaline  was 
pumping!  Had  I happened 
across  an  original  manu- 
script? 

Fortunately,  I had  seen 
the  noted  bibliophile  and 
dealer,  Cal  Wilson,  who  was 


attending  the  show.  With 
the  dealer's  permission  I 
took  the  book  to  Cal,  who 
looked  at  the  volume  and 
also  was  intrigued  by  it. 

Cal  examined  the  fly- 
leaf, which  revealed  that 
the  book  had  been  handled 
by  a prominent  southern 
California  numismatic  book 
dealer  (a  fact  later  veri- 
fied by  that  dealer.) 

Cal  suggested  that  the 
binding  looked  as  if  it  had 
been  done  ca.  1915,  but  he 
thought  the  paper  was  sus- 
pect. He  concluded  that,  if 
a copy,  someone  went  to  a 
great  amount  of  trouble  to 
avoid  paying  for  the  book. 

Satisfied,  I returned  to 
the  dealer's  table,  and 
after  the  customary  haggl- 
ing, I bought  the  book. 

Once  home  the  research 
began;  from  numismatic  lit- 
erature catalogs  I learned 
that  William  West  Bradbeer 
had  published.  Confederate 
and  Southern  States  Curren- 
cy. Historical  and  Finan- 
cial Data,  Biographical 
Sketches  Descriptions  With 
Illustrations , in  Mt.  Ver- 
non in  1915. 

The  title  of  my  copy, 
though,  ends  with  the  word, 
'Data;'  no  'Biographical 
Sketches  or  Descriptions 
With  Illustrations! ' The 
published  copy  has  162 
pages,  text  illustrations, 
and  bound  in  blue  cloth, 
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Spink  ’ s Recent  Sale  ''Memorable  ’ 

By  George  F.  Kolbe 
Crestline,  CA 


On  Thursday,  October 
10th,  1985,  a notable  auc- 
tion of  numismatic  books 
took  place  .in  London.  Spink 
& Son  Ltd.,  international 
fine  art  dealers  and  "the 
oldest  coin  dealers  in  the 
world,"  conducted  the  328 
lot  sale  which  took  place 
in  the  Cavendish  Hotel. 

It  was  the  second  sale 
conducted  by  the  firm  de- 
voted entirely  to  numis- 
matic literature.  The  first 
sale,  which  I also  had  the 
good  fortune  to  attend,  was 
no  less  notable,  being  com- 
prised of  the  library  of 

Brown . . . 

gilt.  My  copy  has  only  75 
pages  of  text  printed  on 
one  side  only,  and  no  illus- 
trations. However,  the  word 
'cut'  may  indicate  the 
placement  of  illustrations. 

It  also  appears  that  the 
reference  was  reprinted  by 
R.  Green  in  Chicago,  1945. 
That  edition  has  277  pages, 
extensive  halftone  illustra- 
tions, and  is  bound  in  pas- 
tel blue  cloth. 

Additional  information 
about  this  book,  other 
copies,  or  the  original, 
would  be  appreciated;  it 
will  aid  me  in  my  research 
on  the  subject. 

(The  author  may  be  contact- 
ed at  JT's  Numismatics,  510 
Lawrence  Expressway,  #767, 
Sunnyvale,  CA  94086  - Ed.)  • 


the  great  British  numisma- 
tist, E.S.G.  Robinson.  That 
sale  took  place  in  March, 
1981,  and,  although  prices 
for  works  on  ancient  and 
European  numismatics  were 
already  starting  to  slide, 
the  sale  did  quite  well. 

The  present  sale  general- 
ly saw  prices  rebounding 
despite  areas  of  weakness. 
Highlighted  by  a marvelous 
selection  of  duplicates 
from  the  library  of  the 
Royal  Mint,  the  sale  was 
also  enriched  by  the  in- 
clusion of  a consignment 
featuring  rare  works  on 
Islamic  numismatics.  The 
Islamic  works  generally 
sold  quite  well,  although 
demand  seemed  thin  for  many 
titles,  and  prices  were  low 
on  occasion.  The  quality  of 
the  Royal  Mint  entries  ran 
the  gamut  from  the  sublime 
to  the  rather  ordinary,  and 
was  reflected  in  the 
results.  Ordinary  material 
generally  sold  for  very 
ordinary  prices  while  ex- 
ceptional items  mostly 
lived  up  to,  or  exceeded, 
their  billing. 

Approximately  25  persons 
attended  the  sale.  This  is 
probably  an  artifically  low 
number,  caused  by  the  begin- 
ning of  a major  coin  fair, 
COINEX,  on  the  day  of  the 
auction.  Doubtless,  many  of 
the  attendees  represented 
friends  and  customers.  I,  > 


10 


The  Asylum 


Kolbe . . . 

for  example,  executed  bids 
for  nearly  30  clients,  and 
was  indeed  fortunate  to 
purchase  nearly  40  percent 
of  the  total  value  of  the 
sale.  The  total  of  the 
estimates  was  a bit  more 
than  40,000  pounds,  and  the 
sale  actually  realized  near- 
ly 50,000  pounds,  a result 
likely  to  insure  that  fu- 
ture Spink  auctions  will 
occur  more  frequently. 

Perhaps  the  most  excit- 
ing book  in  the  sale  was 
Christopher  Williams' 
Descriptive  List  of  the 
Provincial  Copper  Coins, 
published  in  1795.  Spink 
referred  to  it  as,  "an  item 
known  to  recent  generations 
of  token  collectors  only 
from  a two-line  reference 
in  Hammer's  Introduction  to 
The  Provincial  Token-Coin- 
age of  the  18th  Century, 
(1910-17.)"  Estimated  at 
500  pounds,  bidding  started 
at  250  pounds  and  did  not 
stop  until  1,550  pounds  was 
reached . 

Other  highlights  include 
the  extremely  rare  volume 
20  of  Corpus  Nummorum  Itali- 
corum , which  sold  for  1,350 
pounds  on  a 1,000  pound 
estimate;  the  exceptionally 
important  and  rare  Markov 
Inventarniy  Katalog  musul- 
manskikh  Monet,  which  sold 
for  2,050  pounds;  a beauti- 
ful manuscript  volume  enti- 
tled A Selection  from  the 
Medals  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Adam  Young,  1835,  which 
realized  650  pounds  on  an 


An  NBS  Auction 

The  society  has  received 
four  mint  copies  of  Vol . I, 
No . 1 , of  The  Asylum. 

Those  members  who  would 
like  to  have  a copy  should 
submit  a bid  to  the  editor 
no  later  than  16  December 
1985.  Minimum  bid  is  $2.50, 
but  we  won't  charge  a 10% 
buyer's  fee.  (Ain't  that 
nice  of  us?) 

The  four  highest  bidders 
will  receive  a copy,  post- 
paid. Winners  and  their 
bids  will  be  listed  in  the 
next  issue  of  The  Asylum. 

Bid  GENEROUSLY,  as  we 
need  the  loot!  Remember, 
closing  date  for  this  GREAT 
auction  is  16  December.  • 


A GOOD  book  is  the  best  of 
friends,  the  same  today  and 
forever . 

Martin  F.  Tupper 


estimate  of  300  pounds. 

Classic  European  numis- 
matic periodicals  continued 
to  be  in  great  demand,  and 
a run  of  Revue  Beige  garner- 
ed a winning  bid  of  1,300 
pounds  against  a 250  pound 
estimate.  A long  run  of 
Royal  Mint  Annual  Reports, 
though  scarce,  tended  to 
sell  for  modest  amounts. 

Nowadays  many  numismatic 
book  auctions  appear  to  be 
made  up  of  many  disparate 
consignments,  often  the 
duplicates  of  collectors  or 
dealers,  and  feature  few 
truly  desirable  books.  The 
Spink  sale  was  a memorable 
exception.  • 


Fall  & Winter,  1985 

Letters,  and  MORE  Letters! 

With  reference  to  the  recent 
articles  in  The  Asylum  on  book 
preservation:  There  is  an  article 
in  U.S.  News  & World  Report  for 
the  week  of  April  22,  which  ex- 
plains a gas  saturation  method 
that  may  extend  book  life  by  500 
years.  If  you  are  not  able  to 
obtain  a copy,  I will  provide  a 
facsimi le  for  you. 

As  a 'book-nut1  and  a numismat- 
ic collector,  as  well  as  a retired 
printer  and  bookbinder,  I thorough- 
ly enjoy  the  issues  of  The  Asylum; 
especially  the  articles  on  preser- 
vation and  printing  technology. 
Since  my  library  is  quite  large,  I 
feel  fortunate  to  be  the  recipient 
of  knowledge  which  helps  to  solve 
the  problems  of  storage  and  preser- 
vati  on  . 

Currently  I am  trying  to  con- 
vince collectors  that  some  of  the 
same  elements  which  are  attacking 
our  books  are  busily  engaged  in 
destroying  our  coins  and  medals. 
They  are  stubbornly  resisting 
change,  but  many  of  them  have  not 
been  exposed  to  the  problem  as 
long  as  I have. 

Of  course,  many  of  them  own  no, 
or  very  few,  numismatic  books, 
either.  I don't  know  how  to  con- 
vince collectors  to,  "Buy  the  book 
before  the  coin,"  when  so  many  of 
them  consider  this  hobby  as  a 
1 tri vial  pursui t.  ' 

Glenn  A.  Rome 

Thanks,  Glenn,  for  the  tip  on 
the  article;  I acted  on  your 
letter  immediately,  thinking  I 
might  reprint  same,  however,  I had 
other  thoughts  when  I received  the 
fol 1 owi ng  (in  part : ) 
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"If  you  will  sign  and  return 
the  enclosed  copy  of  this 
letter  of  agreement,  you 
have  our  permission  to 
reprint  in  The  Asylum  our 
April  22,  1985,  article, 

'Battling  Father  Time  to 
Save  a Vast  Treasure,'  for  a 
fee  of  $100." 

(s)Robert  J.  Ames 
Administrative  Editor 

There  were  more  conditions  to 
the  letter,  but  they  aren't  neces- 
sary to  make  the  point. 

USN&WR  was,  though,  courteous 
enough  to  respond  to  my  request. 

Had  we  the  money,  I would  have  re- 
printed the  article. 

Now,  I know  you  must  have  many, 
many  stories  'filed  away'  in  your 
memories;  why  not  'treat'  us,  NBS, 
to  some  of  your  experiences  as  a 
printer  and  binder? 

Editor 

The  following  comments  are  to 
be  considered  apropos  of  the  cur- 
rent state  of  the  NBS,  as  publish- 
ed in  Volume  III,  No.  2,  of  The 
Asyl urn.  They  are  respectfully 
offered  from  the  perspective  of  20 
years  as  a collector  of  general 
antiquarian  books,  but  only  an 
occasional  collector  of  classic 
numismatic  works.  I trust  that 
they  are  equally  forthright,  and 
without  rancor. 

First,  I believe  that  the  NBS's 
direction  to  this  point  has  been 
largely  elitist,  that  is,  towards 
advanced  students  of  the  field, 
especially  19th  century  American 
numismatic  bibliography.  There  is 
nothing  inherently  wrong  in  this,  > 
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but  it  does  have  two  implications: 
it  tends  to  drive  away  those  inter- 
ested amateurs  who  don't  already 
have  the  requisite  specialized 
knowledge  of  the  field;  and  it 
tends  to  proscribe  those  without 
unlimited  funds  to  spend  on  books 
of  interest. 

In  short,  a basic  love  of  books 
may  not  be  enough  for  the  uniniti- 
ated. There  have  been  some  fine 
exceptions,  certainly,  notably 
Joel  Orosz'  recent  series  on 
preservation;  but  leaving  out 
reports  of  current  sales,  much  of 
the  cumulative  index  to  The 
Asylum,  as  recorded  in  the  same 
issue,  substantiates  the  presump- 
tion of  a certain  amount  of  arcane 
knowledge. 

If  we  truly  seek  a broader  base 
of  members,  items  of  general  inter- 
est from  the  incunabulum  of 
American  numismatics  must  find 
their  counterpoint  in  contribut- 
ions about  more  contemporary 
numismatic  publishing,  much  as  Cal 
Wilson  has  commendably  done  in  his 
Numismatic  Repository. 

The  issue  of  money  runs  paral- 
lel. For  those  for  whom  paying 
hundreds  of  dollars  a page,  as 
Denis  Loring  once  related  doing 
for  a hotly-contested  item  of 
interest,  is  a matter  of  sheer 
exhilaration,  NBS's  direction  to 
date  poses  no  problem;  but  for  the 
book  lover  on  a budget,  the  whole 
numismatic  book  field  seems  skewed 
toward  the  high-rent  district, 
almost  as  if  driven  by  the  large 
amounts  of  money  in  circulation  in 
the  numismatic  field  in  general. 

The  logic  seems  to  be,  "If  I'd  pay 
a thousand  for  the  coin,  surely 
the  book  is  worth  a hundred." 


Well,  maybe. 

I once  bought  a mint  copy  of 
the  1958  edition  of  Penny  Whimsy 
in  dustjacket,  from  a general 
antiquarian  book  dealer  well-known 
for  his  stiff  prices,  at  $17.50... 
even  as  copies  were  being  adver- 
tised in  coin  circles  at  $50.  For 
the  general  collector  aware  of 
such  differences,  experiences  of 
this  sort  must  give  pause  about 
jumping  into  the  numismatic  book 
field  with  both  feet. 

There's  also  the  issue  of 
'value  for  the  money;'  many  of 
those  avidly-sought  and  highly- 
priced  pieces  of  19th  and  early 
20th  century  American  numismatic 
publishing  are,  as  books,  undistin- 
guished bits  of  late  Victoriana, 
compared  to  books  of  considerably 
greater  antiquity  and  quality  of 
production  in  other  fields. 

I paid  twice  as  much  for  my 
1925  Newcomb  (on  the  cents  of  1801- 
2-3,)  as  I paid  for  my  1587  > 

Hoi  inshed's  Chronicles  of  England: 
you've  got  to  want  a book  a lot  to 
do  something  like  that... but  even 
mania  has  its  limits. 

Obviously,  my  comments  are 
premised  on  the  greatest  interest 
across  the  board  existing  in 
American  numismatics,  and  thus  in 
American  numismatic  bibliography; 
to  the  extent  that  this  is  not 
true,  then  the  NBS  is  even  further 
down  the  subspecialist  byways  of 
its  constituent  members.  Again, 
this  is  not  necessarily  bad;  but 
it  is  perhaps  more  consistent  with 
a society  of  200  than  with  Cal 
Wilson's  proposed  'literate  4000.' 

Second,  if  the  NBS  is  indeed  to 
expand,  we  must  be  willing  to 
serve  as  more  of  a critical  arbi- 
ter of  contemporary  numismatic  pub-  > 
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lishing.  That. is,  after  all,  where 
we  all  started  with  books  about 
coins.  We  have  a marvellous  oppor- 
tunity here  in  the  sheer  volume  of 
numismatic  books  published  over 
the  last  dozen  years.  Unfortu- 
nately, beyond  books  acclaimed  as 
Award  Winners  (generally  by  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild,)  next 
to  nothing  has  been  said  in  print 
to  separate  the  gems  from  the 
culls,  the  serious  research  from 
the  puff  conjectures.  Even  a 
little  honest  controversy  might 
stir  up  some  interest;  I doubt 
that  Ed.  Frossard  ever  had  to  beg 
for  subscribers. 

But  again,  this  postulates  a 
new  direction  in  the  NBS...and 
perhaps  the  circle  of  200  is  quite 
content  with  the  old.  If  so.  I'll 
not  press  my  points. 

But  if  there's  interest  in 
these  new  directions.  I'll  dust 
off  my  typewriter  again  and  do  my 
part. 

Harry  Salyards 

Thanks,  Harry,  for  your  percep- 
tive look  at  the  NBS.  Your  com- 
ments should  provoke  some  positive 
reaction,  hopefully  in  the  form  of 
editorial  copy. 

Now  that  you've  volunteered, 
get  that  typewriter  humming! 

Edi tor 

* * * * * 

Your  cri  de  coeur  on  the  last 
page  of  the  new  Asyl urn  strikes  a 
familiar  chord.  All  is  not  lost, 
though.  For  the  NBS  word  of  mouth 
publicity  is  the  best  and  surest, 
and  sooner  or  later  quality  does 


prevai 1 . 

Sure,  a lot  more  members  would 
ease  the  printing  bill,  but  a 
couple  of  hundred  informed  and 
appreciative  supporters  are  worth 
far  more  than  a revolving  member- 
ship of  a thousand,  as  is  the  case 
with  so  many  societies. 

No.  2 of  Vo  1 . Ill  i s by  any 
standard  a first-rate  product. 

Your  form  of  table  of  contents  is 
a genial  idea.  And  the  inside  is, 
in  GFK's  term,  a most  palatable 
' o 1 1 a podrida. ' 

Ran  (Zander) 

Thanks,  Ran;  our  writers 
deserve  your  compliments.  It's  an 
easy  and  pleasant  task  when  one 
has  such  copy  to  edit  and  layout. 

Now,  though,  THE  WELL  IS  DRY! 
There  isn't  even  one  word  for  the 
next  issue,  other  than  the  continu- 
ation of  the  Medina  article. 

HELP! 

Editor 

* * * * * 

Wanted  to  compliment  you  on 
getting  The  Asylum  back  on 
schedule.  You're  drawing  out  some 
good  articles. 

Have  this  suggestion  on  getting 
coverage  in  The  Numismatist  from 
' HRH  Harris:1  Why  doesn't  NBS  take 
out  a club  membership  in  ANA?  That 
way,  we  could  get  blurps  (sic), 
photos,  etc.,  of  club  activities 
publicized  virtually  every  month. 

In  my  neighborhood,  the  Ocean 
County  Coin  Club  is  particularly 
active  and  I'm  always  reading 
about  their  various  projects  in 

(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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the  club  news  section. 

I would  certainly  vote  to  have 
our  treasury  spring  for  a club 
membership.  Just  a suggestion. 

David  Gladfelter 

Thanks  for  your  kind  thoughts. 
Unfortunately,  lack  of  editorial 
copy  has  forced  this  double  issue, 
which,  in  itself,  is  now  'off 
schedule. ' 

The  NBS  is  an  ANA  member  club, 
which  forms  the  basis  for  my  edit- 
orial complaint  in  the  last  issue. 

In  The  Numismatist  the  score 
remains : 

Mel  Fisher  2 
NBS  0 

Edi tor 

* * * * * 

Much  Ado  About  Nothing... 

TO:  Carl i ng  Gresham 
N.Neil  Harris 
George  Kolbe 
Cal  Wilson 

As  a member  of  both  NBS  and 
ANA,  I am  incensed  at  the  diatribe 
against  Neil  Harris  in  the  "The 
First  Word..."  column  of  the 
latest  issue  of  The  Asylum.  The 
coverage  (or  lack  thereof)  of  NBS 
activities  in  other  numismatic 
publications  is  a legitimate  topic 
for  discussion,  but  Mr.  Gresham's 
column  falls  well  outside  the 
boundaries  of  reasoned  and  courte- 
ous discourse.  I believe  an  apol- 
ogy to  Mr.  Harris  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Gresham  wonders  "...why  we 
(NBS)  have  no  more  than  200 
members  out  of  the  vast  number  of 
collectors  and  dealers  in  the 


The  Asylum 

world."  If  his  column  is  indica- 
tive of  the  image  we  present  to 
the  numismatic  community,  it  is  no 
wonder  to  me  at  all. 

Denis  W.  Loring 

Speaking  of  images. . . 

Maybe  you  can  'polish'  your 
image  by  explaining  why  the  first 
addressee,  and  subject,  of  your 
letter  was  the  very  last  to  re- 
ceive a copy;  its  contents  were  on 
the  ANA  bourse  floor  before  you 
delivered  a copy  to  me  at  the  NBS 
meeting  at  8 p.m.  That's  courtesy? 

And  where's  your  salutation?  It 
seems  that  business  courtesy  would 
dictate,  at  the  very  least,  a sim- 
ple, 'Gentlemen: ' 

As  the  letter  was  written  on 
stationery  of  The  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  of  the  United 
States,  is  one  to  assume  that  you 
are  protesting  on  behalf  of  the 
majority  of  its  policyholders?  Or, 
as  the  letterhead  states  that 
you're  a VP,  are  you  suggesting 
that  your  views  are  those  of  the 
firm's  management?  Is  your  CEO 
aware  of  such  business  ethics? 

My  handy-dandy  Webster's  New 
Collegiate  Dictionary  offers 
three  definitions  for  'diatribe:' 

"1  (archaic):  a prolonged  dis- 
course 2:  a bitter  and  abusive 
speech  or  writing  3:  ironical  or 
satirical  criticism." 

Can  we  agree  to  throw  out 
definition  #1? 

#2?  Where,  specifically,  was  I 
'bitter  or  abusive?'  I certainly 
didn't  call  anyone  'bad'  names, 
although  I could  have  alluded  to 
membership  in  a numismatic  organi- 
zation whose  members  wear  large, 
black  on  yellow  badges  proclaiming > 
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that  they're  SOBs. 

#3?  Are  you  suggestiong  that 
I'm  'guilty'  of  definition  #3?  Ah, 

I might  have  to  plead  'nolo  conten- 
dere' here,  considering  the  many 
billions  of  dollars  The  Equitable 
Assurance  Society  has,  and  how 
much  they  can  spend  on  lawyers. 

IF  #3  is  your  reference  mark, 
then  I recall  for  you  President 
Truman's  comment  about  getting  out 
of  the  kitchen.  ANY  editor  is 
'fair  game'  for  his/her  readers, 
and  he/she  had  best  learn  to  live 
with  that  fact;  if  not,  they 
should  follow  Harry's  advice. 

And  you  fail  to  recognize  that 
Harris  is  OUR  EMPLOYEE!!!  I could 
be  wrong,  but  I believe  his  duty 
is  to  US,  the  membership,  not  to 
the  first  charlatan  who  drives 
down  the  pike  and  passes  out  reams 
of  publicity  material. 

What  points  of  law  or  ethics 
exempt  Harris  from  criticism?  If 
his  skin  is  so  thin,  you  had  best 
buy  him  a fur  lined  tutu  for 
Chri stmas . 

Two  or  three  times  during  the 
Baltimore  convention  I greeted 
Harris  with  a cheerful  "Good 
morning,  Neil,"  and  he  responded 
reluctantly,  which  I initially 
attributed  to  his  having  something 
HEAVY  on  his  mind,  such  as  his 
underwear  being  too  tight.  (Cer- 
tainly not  this  nonsense.)  And,  if 
you'll  recall  during  the  NBS  meet- 
ing when  I had  the  floor,  I called 
on  him  by  name  for  comments;  he 
replied,  "No."  He  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  voice  any  grievance  with 
me  face  to  face,  publicly  or  pri- 
vately. Why  are  you  his  surrogate? 

Why  don't  you  spend  your  time 
doing  something  creative  for  the 


NBS?  Why  don't  you  get  a few  mem- 
bers for  us?  At  least  prevail  on 
your  sacred  cow  for  editorial 
space  for  the  NBS. 

I really  do  'wonder'  why  member- 
ships and  subscriptions  are  fall- 
ing throughout  the  hobby,  however, 

I deny  responsibi 1 i ty  for  any  mem- 
bership decrease.  Furthermore,  as 
The  Asylum  wasn ' t delivered  out- 
side of  NBS  circles  and  a few  edi- 
tors, I fail  to  understand  your 
suggestion  that  I have  anything  to 
do  with  decreasing  membership.  ANY 
image  we  have  presented,  until 
recently  and  NOT  in  The  Numisma- 
ti st,  has  been  a total  BLANK!  (I 
doubt  if  the  total  of  numismatic 
editors  claim  to  be  the  'numismat- 
ic communi ty. ' ) 

But  there  is  GOOD  news  in  all 
of  this;  our  membership  has  grown 
to  224  (mailing  labels,  anyhow.) 

The  treasurer,  who  accounts  for 
such  things,  can  tell  you  whether 
or  not  we've  gained  any  members 
lately;  I believe  we  have,  thanks 
to  editors  of  Bank  Note  Reporter, 
Coin  World,  Numismatic  News,  Worl d 
Coin  News,  and  an  ad  in  FUN- 
Topics . If  you  have  the  chance, 
tell  anyone  at  any  of  those  publi- 
cations, "Thanks!"  (Emphasize  it.) 

I reject  you  as  a surrogate  for 
HRH,  and  I reject  your  request  for 
an  apology;  but  I'll  be  pleased  to 
accept  any  of  your  editorial  copy, 
including  the  piece  that's  over- 
due, and  even  discourteous  let- 
ters, as  long  as  you're  a member. 

If  you  want  to  get  thoroughly 
incensed,  (first  entry  and  defini- 
tion,) I can  recommend  a place.  In 
the  meantime,  if  you  can't  stand 
the  heat,  you  know  what  to  do. 

Edi tor 
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Dear  Denis: 

I am  writing  in  response  to 
your  August  16th  letter  regarding 
Carling  Gresham's  column  in  the 
latest  Asyl urn  issue.  I find  myself 
in  sympathy  with  much  of  what  you 
say. 

During  the  period  I co-edited 
The  Asylum  the  cooperation  of  the 
numismatic  press  was,  in  my  opin- 
ion, excellent.  Margo  Russell, 
then  editor  of  Coin  World,  was 
particularly  helpful. 

I am  very  cognizant  of  the 
limited  editorial  space  available 
in  The  Numismatist,  and  can  find 
no  fault  with  Neil  Harris.  He  has, 
in  fact,  been  most  helpful  with 
the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  course  on 
numismatic  literature,  and  I know 
he  supports  the  aims  of  our  group. 

Mr.  Gresham  has  been  an  excel- 
lent and  energetic  editor  and  I 
can  sympathize,  if  not  agree,  with 
his  complaints  of  lack  of  cover- 
age. Whether  he  agrees  that  his 
column  was  "outside  the  boundaries 
of  reasoned  and  courteous  dis- 
course," I am  not  sure,  but  I do 
expect  yours  and  other  opposing 
viewpoints  will  appear  in  the  next 
Asyl urn  i ssue. 

At  the  time,  I argued  with  Jack 
Collins  about  the  suitability  of 
the  NBS  journal's  name.  Now... 

G.F.  Kolbe 

cc : Carl i ng  Gresham 
N.  Neil  Harris 
Cal  Wilson 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  if  members 
take  the  time  and  effort  to  write, 
it's  the  editor's  duty  to  make 
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space  for  their  comments.  Not  all 
editors  accord  their  members  that 
courtesy. 

Considering  the  subject,  the 
implication  of  your  hanging, 

"Now..."  at  the  end  of  your  letter 
is  very  appropriate.  It  rates  a 
ten-star  chuckle  from  me. 

Ed i tor 

* * * * * 

Dear  Denis: 

First,  let  me  apologize  for  the 
delay  in  responding  to  your  letter 
regarding  Carling  Gresham's  editor- 
ial in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Asyl urn.  Since  returning  from  Bal- 
timore, I have  been  totally  occu- 
pied with  mailing  my  current  sale 
catalogue  and  the  latest  issue  of 
The  Repository.  I am  just  now 
returning  to  some  degree  of  normal- 
cy and  finding  time  to  answer  my 
mail. 

I am  in  total  agreement  with 
your  comments  regarding  the  con- 
tent of  the  subject  editorial. 

Your  statement  that  the  "column 
falls  well  outside  the  boundaries 
of  reasoned  and  courteous  dis- 
course," is  right  on  the  mark.  I 
sought  out  Neil  Harris  during  the 
Baltimore  Convention,  and  on  be- 
half of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society,  offered  our  sincere 
opologies.  I must  say  that  Neil 
was  far  more  understanding  about 
the  entire  matter  than  I would 
have  been  under  the  same  circum- 
stances . 

Mr.  Gresham  was  also  informed 
of  my  feelings  on  the  matter.  Al- 
though he  continued  to  stand  be- 
hind his  statements,  I trust  that 
we  will  not  see  similar  editorials  > 
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in  the  future.  Essentially,  I ex- 
plained to  him  that  the  pages  of  a 
society  journal  should  not  be  uti- 
lized to  air  personal  disagree- 
ments. I feel  certain  that  Mr. 
Gresham  will  observe  this  credo  in 
the  future. 

The  present  controversy  notwith- 
standing, I feel  that  Carling  has 
done  an  admirable  job  as  editor  of 
The  Asylum;  and  I furthermore  be- 
lieve that  time  will  prove  the 
organ  to  be  one  of  the  best  of  its 
ilk. 

Again,  I appreciate  your 
thoughts  and  comments,  and  I look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you  in  the 
very  near  future. 

Cal  Wilson 

cc : Carl i ng  Gresham 
George  F.  Kolbe 
Neil  Harris 

Surpri se , Cal ! 

And  disappointment.  I'd  guess. 

If  ever  I think  or  know  that  I 
owe  someone  an  apology.  I'm  MAN 
enough  to  do  it  alone! 

Whatever  did  you  apologize  for? 
Be  specific;  cite  the  exact  words/ 
phrases  that  offend  your  senses, 
(read,  'pocketbook. ' ) 

And,  yes,  you  did  discuss  the 
subject  with  me  after  you  had 
"offered  our  sincere  apologies," 
(read,  'got  your  brownie  points.') 

It  appears  to  me  that  you've 
'gone  for  the  gold,'  i.e.,  Harris 
might  not  mention  you  in  the  pages 
of  The  Numismatist,  (worse,  your 
ad  copy  might  get  'lost,')  and 
Loring  can  buy  more  from  you  in 
one  day  than  I can  buy  in  five 
years . 


Your  patronizing  attitude  is 
very  revulsive  to  me,  but  I accept 
the  economics  of  your  position. 

Edi tor 

* * * * * 

And  Now,  a REAL 
Butt-Chewin' . . . 

Yes,  I do  like  the  new  paper. 
Although  those  nasty,  glossy 
coated  stocks  are  required  for  the 
best-quality  color  printing,  their 
delicateness  and  the  surface 
reflections  make  them,  to  my  mind, 
quite  unsuitable  for  letterpress. 

I cannot  express,  though,  the 
sadness  with  which  I view  your  in- 
competent editing  of  my  article, 
if  in  fact  you  are  the  one  who  did 
it.  I have  no  time  to  go  through 
the  thing  line  by  line,  pointing 
out  the  syntactical  and  grammati- 
cal errors  which  have  been  intro- 
duced into  it,  but  a critical  read- 
er who  had  not  seen  any  of  my 
other  articles  would  think  I don't 
know  how  to  write  standard  En- 
glish. Commas  have  been  inserted 
where  they  don't  belong  and  delet- 
ed from  places  where  usage  re- 
quires them,  changes  in  punctua- 
tion have  destroyed  structure, 
words  have  been  misspelled  or  mis- 
used, etc.  I wish  you  had  just 
dropped  the  bibliography  rather 
than  to  print  it  in  such  a muti- 
lated form. 

To  be  more  specific  I cite  a 
few  examples.  In  the  first  line 
you  substituted  'as  with'  for 
'like.'  Your  phrase  demands  a pre- 
ceding 'with,'  which  is  not  there 
and  can't  be,  since  'Napoleon'  is 
the  subject  of  the  verb.  In  the 
third  line  you  have  a semicolon  > 
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where  a period  belongs;  the  struc- 
ture was  formed  by  a lead  sentence 
followed  by  two  subordinate  sen- 
tences. You  made  matters  worse  by 
substituting  'the  latter* 1  for 
'Shakespeare;'  if  you  were  going 
to  complicate  the  sentence  that 
way  you  should  at  least  have  fol- 
lowed through  by  changing  the  next 
'Napoleon'  to  'the  former. ' 

In  the  second  paragraph  you 
moved  a comma  from  its  correct 
place  as  one  of  a pair  setting  off 
a parenthetical  clause  to  a posi- 
tion before  a conjunction  connect- 
ing a pair  of  infinitives,  an  in- 
correct thing  to  do.  Toward  the 
end  of  that  paragraph  you  changed 
'object'  to  'objectives;'  since 
there  was  only  a single  object 
given  the  plural  makes  no  sense. 

You  introduced  "..."  twice,  in- 
correctly both  times. 

I suppose  using  the  Spanish 
'revolucion'  instead  of  the  French 
in  the  title  of  a French  book  is 
understandable,  but  in  the  case  of 
Bramsen  you  introduced  ' Le ' and/or 
' de ' where  they  don't  belong.  The 
title  is  simply  MEDALLIER  NAPO- 
LEON LE  GRAND. 

I shall  say  nothing  about  your 
chopping  the  article  into  bits  and 
pieces  and  using  the  disjecta  mem- 
bra as  fillers  on  several  pages; 
perhaps  readers  will  be  sufficient- 
ly discouraged  by  that  not  to  see 
many  of  the  results  of  the 
edi t i ng. 

'Quatro'  instead  of  'quarto?' 

Twi ce? 

I thank  you  for  correcting  my 
misspelling  of  Flennin  and  adding  a 
couple  of  Christian  names  I didn't 
know.  I suppose  many  readers  will 
not  know  English  well  enough  to 
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see  what  I see,  so  I suppose  it 
really  is  not  worth  making  a fuss 
about. 

I'm  sorry  I won't  get  to  The 
Convention  this  year  and  so  will 
miss  seeing  you  and  my  other 
friends.  Enjoy  it. 

David  (Block) 

David,  you  really  know  how  to 
hurt  a fella'.  I don't  think  Will 
Strunk,  Jr.,  would  have  slammed 
the  door  that  hard.  I'm  certainly 
pleased  that  you  didn't  have  time 
to  go  through  the  article  line  by 
line,  and  that  you're  not  making  a 
fuss  about  it.  We  just  don't  have 
that  much  space! 

I are  the  one  who  butchered  the 
article;  no  excuses,  and  you  have 
my  apologies.  Despite  my  irrespon- 
sible editing  it's  still  a fine 
article . 

The  bibliographical  citations 
were  not  deliberately  used  as 
fillers;  I miscalculated  the  space 
requi rements , hence,  the  ellipses 
and  the  'white  space'  between 
entries,  all  of  which  makes  them 
look  like  fillers. 

Reading  and  writing  Spanish  is 
one  cause  of  my  lapse  of  atten- 
tion; I should  be  more  careful 
between  languages. 

Ofttimes  I change  words  or 
phrases,  sometimes  whole  sen- 
tences, just  to  make  them  'fit' 
the  available  space. .. vi sual 
esthetics.  It's  an  editor's  prerog- 
ative, of  course,  however,  I 
failed  to  read  'up  and  down*  far 
enough  to  determine  proper  syntax, 
subject,  etc.  My  only  defense  is 
carelessness,  which  is  no  defense 
at  all... 

Notice  that  your  letter  is  set  > 
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These  letters  are  very 
gratifying,  despite  some 
acrimonious  overtones  here 
and  there.  There  appears  to 
be  little  reason  for  anyone 
to  get  'bent  out  of  shape.' 

Everyone  may  have  one 
more  'crack'  at  any  topic, 
or  Ye  Ed,  but  then  we'll 
close  the  operation.  Sense- 
less to  let  this  get  out  of 
hand ...  already  we've  lost 
valuable  editorial  space. 

"You  may  fire  when  you 
are  ready,  Gridley."  • 

Letters . . . 

precisely  the  way  it  was  written, 
excluding  hyphenations  and  marks 


II.  PROLOG 

The  numismatic  biblio- 
phile who  attempts  to  build 
a Latin  American  library 
will  encounter  early  in  his 
efforts  the  name  of  Jose 
Toribio  Medina;  the  name  is 
virtually  synonymous  with  > 


used  to  indicate  quoted  words  and 
phrases.  (I  ain't  fakin'  no  more 
chances  wi th  you ! ) 

You've  been  nominated  to  assume 
this  editorial  'position.'  Pay 
isn't  too  good,  but  the  hours  are 
great.  Interested? 

I'm  very  pleased  that  you  in- 
cluded me  in  the  word,  'friends.' 

Thanks. 

Editor  * 
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early  American  numismatics. 

(1) 

One  historian  has  remark- 
ed, "It  would  be  impossible 
to  take  a step  in  American 
history  without  resorting 
to  the  publications  of 
Senor  Medina."  (2) 

As  research  for  this  ar- 
ticle progressed,  it  became 
clear  that  few  numismatists 
were  aware  of  the  man  and 
his  works.  The  presses  of 
the  West,  excluding  those 
of  Latin  America,  have  ig- 
nored this  genius  of  the 
literary  world. 

Bromsen  wrote,  "...hard- 
ly a journal  in  the  United 
States  mentioned  his  pass- 
ing. The  editor  of  one  of 
the  nation's  greatest  dai- 
lies devoted  only  three 
lines  to  his  obituary."  (3) 

Before  his  death  the 
only  mention  of  Medina  in 
any  U.S.  numismatic  publica- 
tion is  in  The  Numismatist, 
which  is  a report  of  the 
69th  annual  meeting  of  the 
ANS,  when  Medina  was  award- 
ed the  Archer  M.  Huntington 
medal  for  1926.  (4)  His 

death  was  reported  in  the 
same  magazine  by  (Dr.)  A.F. 
Pradeau  in  1932.  (5) 

The  only  numismatic  men- 
tion of  Medina  located  by 
this  writer  was  that  of 
Robert  I.  Nesmith,  (6)  who 
also  was  a research  writer. 
To  this  writer's  knowledge, 
Nesmith's  article  has  never 
been  reported  or  reprinted. 

The  lack  of  information 
about  Medina  is  astounding. 
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This  brief  article  attempts 
to  correct  that  lack,  and 
to  correct  some  mistakes 
printed  about  him.  It's 
also  presented  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  encourage 
others  to  learn  more  about 
the  man  who  has  been  pro- 
claimed by  many  historians 
as,  'The  Prince  of  Ameri- 
canists . ' 

Due  to  the  brevity  of 
this  paper,  and  considering 
Medina's  variety  of  inter- 
ests, it's  unlikely  that 
many  readers  will  grasp  the 
intensity  and  magnitude  of 
the  man's  devotion  to  his 
work . 

His  total  production  is 
awesome,  with  more  than  350 
titles  to  his  credit.  Read- 
ers are  reminded,  though, 
that  numismatics  was  merely 
the  man's  hobby,  yet,  he 
published  20  numismatic 
books,  most  of  which  remain 
as  'standard'  references. 

This  writer  believes 
that,  properly  done,  50,000 
words  might  do  justice  to 
the  memory  of  this  great 
humanitarian . 

III.  A BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

His  ancestry  is  lost  in 
antiquity,  but  some  histori- 
ans believe  he  descended 
from  a conquistador  working 
for  Francisco  de  Aguirre; 
that  an  ancestor  was  Barto- 
lome  de  Medina,  who  was 
known  to  be  in  Santiago  de 
Chile  in  1559.  Bromsen  be- 
lieves that  he  descended, 
"...from  Spanish  pioneers 
who  took  root  in  colonial  > 
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Chile  during  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century." 

(7) 

His  father,  Jose  del 
Pilar  Medina  y Valderrama, 
was  a moderately  successful 
lawyer,  and  later  a judge, 
but  he  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  at  the  age  of  33. 
Due  to  that  illness  the  el- 
der Medina  was  a poor  man 
who  had  to  support  a family 
on  a meager  state  pension, 
and  on  a diminished  law 
practise . 

Jose  Toribio's  mother, 
Mariana  Zavala  y Almeida, 
was  the  daughter  of  a suc- 
cessful mining  speculator, 
(in  Copiapo,)  and  the  grand- 
niece of  Juan  Martinez  de 
Rozas,  considered  by  many 
historians  as  the  'father' 
of  independent  Chile. 

Jose  Toribio  Medina  was 
born  in  Santiago  de  Chile 
on  October  21,  (8),  1852, 

and  he  spent  his  early 
years  in  or  near  that  city. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Na- 
tional Institute  and  at  the 
University  of  Chile,  where, 
at  age  16,  he  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  philos- 
ophy and  the  humanities. 


In  1869  he  entered  law 
school,  which  normally  re- 
quired five  years  for  gradu- 
ation, however,  three  years 
later  he  received  his  law 
degree;  three  months  after 
graduation  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Chile. 

Medina's  first  published 
article  appeared  in  1873, 
and  his  first  book  appeared 
the  following  year,  the 
latter  being  a translation 
of  Longfellow's  Evangeline. 
His  first  numismatic  work 
was  destined  to  appear  17 
years  later. 

In  1874  Medina  accepted 
his  first  public  position, 
as  secretary  to  Chile's  le- 
gation in  Lima.  The  appoint- 
ment had  been  arranged  by  a 
friend  of  the  elder  Medina, 
Adolfo  Ibanez,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  Jose 
Toribio's  future  father-in- 
law  . 

Medina  stayed  in  Lima 
for  two  years  and  the  stay 
is  notable  for  two  reasons: 
Due  to  a lack  of  reference 
material  on  anthropology 
and  the  natural  sciences, 
he  began  studying  colonial 
records  in  local  libraries  > 
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and  archives,  searching  for 
documents  on  Chilean  hist- 
ory. Thus  began  his  inter- 
est in  the  history  of  the 
New  World,  which  would  re- 
main all  of  his  life. 

The  other  notable  result 
of  his  Lima  tenure  was  that 
it  marked  the  beginning  of 
his  world  travels,  usually 
to  search  for  more  books 
and  documents  about  the  his- 
tory of  Chile. 

In  Lima  in  1876  a friend 
invited  him  to  attend  the 
U.S.  Centennial  Exposition; 
he  accepted,  resigned  his 
position,  and  sailed  for 
the  U.S.  After  visiting  the 
exposition  he  toured  the 
U.S.  for  three  months,  then 
he  sailed  for  Europe  to 
look  for  more  information 
about  Chile.  As  a result  of 
this  trip  he  won  an  award 
for  writing  a three-volume 
study  on  literature  in  colo- 
nial Chile;  he  published 
the  book  with  his  prize 
money . 

In  1877  Medina  returned 
to  his  legal  practise  in 
Chile.  In  1879  he  volunteer- 
ed for  civil  service  in 
Chile's  war  with  Peru  and 
Bolivia,  and  he  was  appoint- 
ed military  judge  of  the 
conquered  province  of  Tara- 
paca.  While  there  he  discov- 
ered the  bones  of  a giant 
prehistoric  megathere, 
which  he  packed  and  sent  to 
the  National  Museum  in  San- 
tiago; he  also  discovered 
several  old  and  rare  Span- 
ish books,  which  he  later 


edited  and  republished. 

In  1880  Medina  resigned 
his  military  position  and 
toured  the  central  portion 
of  Chile,  Araucania,  which 
was  a dangerous  undertaking 
as  the  natives  were  in  a 
state  of  open  warfare  with 
the  Chilean  government. 

With  only  a native  guide  to 
assist  him,  he  travelled 
the  region,  studying  the 
ethnological  characteris- 
tics and  social  structure 
of  the  Indians.  The  result 
of  that  remarkable  journey 
was  the  publication  in  1882 
of  Los  Aborljenes  de  Chile, 
which  is  still  the  standard 
work  in  its  field. 

In  1883  the  government 
assigned  Medina  the  task  of 
indexing  all  of  the  coloni- 
al records  within  Chile; 
the  work  was  published  in 
1884,  and  included  1300 
volumes  and  1816  documents. 
According  to  Chiappa,  (9) 
the  index  is  very  rare,  as 
most  of  it  was  sold  for 
wrapping  paper! 

Jose  Balmaceda,  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  was  so  im- 
pressed with  Medina's  speed 
and  accuracy  that  he  ap- 
pointed him  as  first  secre- 
tary of  Chile's  legation  in 
Madrid,  with  the  task  of 
copying  documents  relating 
to  Chilean  history  found  in 
Spanish  archives.  It's  re- 
ported that  Medina  decipher- 
ed, and  copied  by  hand, 
more  than  360  volumes,  each 
containing  an  average  of 
500  pages! 

Before  returning  home  in  > 
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1886,  Medina  visited  the 
great  repositories  in  Rome, 
Paris,  Berlin,  London  and 
Vienna,  always  looking  for 
information  about  his  coun- 
try. Before  leaving  Spain, 
Medina  discovered  700  bun- 
dles of  unknown  manuscripts 
in  the  Castle  of  Simancas, 
which  is  part  of  the  archiv- 
al system  of  the  country. 

After  returning  to  Chile 
in  1886,  Medina  married 
Dona  Mercedes  IbSnez,  daugh- 
ter of  Adolfo  Ibanez,  then 
Chilean  Minister  to  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  By  all  accounts, 
he  could  not  have  chosen  a 
better  helpmate;  she  has 
been  described  as  intelli- 
gent, cultured,  and  very 
charming . 

In  addition  to  her  wife- 
ly duties.  Dona  Mercedes 
acted  as  Medina's  personal 
secretary,  proofreader, 
cataloger,  collaborator, 
and,  generally,  as  his 
'right  hand.'  She  also  was 
a buffer  against  the  many 
unnecessary  intrusions  that 
he  faced  frequently,  espe- 
cially after  his  fame  had 
spread.  Bromsen  states,  "No 
biography  of  Medina  could 
exaggerate  her  contribution 
in  making  him  the  'Prince 
of  Americanists'."  (10) 
Appropriately,  Medina  was 
devoted  to  her. 

The  marriage  must  have 
been  an  extraordinary  in- 
spiration, for,  within 
their  first  five  years  to- 
gether, Medina  published  31 
volumes  and  three  articles. 


During  this  period  he  began 
his  famous  Imprenta  series, 
which  ultimately  included 
more  than  100  titles. 

In  1888  Medina  bought 
his  first  commercial  press, 
which  was  capable  of  print- 
ing 'signatures'  of  eight 
pages  at  a time:  he  install- 
ed it  on  the  second  floor 
of  his  home  in  Santiago.  He 
named  the  press  'Ercilla' 
to  honor  the  author  of  the 
Chilean  epic,  La  Araucana. 
Another  press  was  named 
' Elzeviriana , ' and  was  used 
at  a later  date.  (11) 

Readers  should  realize 
that  Medina's  presses  were 
hand-operated;  that  his 
type  was  set  letter  by  let- 
ter, line  by  line,  page  by 
page.  Today,  a typesetter 
can  set  within  one  hour 
that  which  took  Medina  20 
hours.  (A  professional  type- 
setter's estimate.)  It 
should  be  noted,  too,  that 
his  only  permanent  helper 
was  his  wife;  as  the  occa- 
sion demanded,  he  hired  as 
many  as  four  assistants 
when  printing  and  binding. 

Operating  'Ercilla'  and 
'Elzeviriana'  was  a labori- 
ous task;  no  wonder  that 
his  books  were  printed  in 
such  small  quantities.  Hel- 
mut Lehmann-Haupt  stated, 
"This  press,  (Elzeviriana,) 
is  removed  by  not  more  than 
two  stages  from  its  wooden 
prototype  constructed  by 
Johannes  Gutenberg."  (12) 
Medina  must  have  been  pleas- 
ed with  the  press,  for  he 
used  it  for  23  years  before  > 
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he  sold  it  in  1919,  ending 
his  career  as  a printer. 

Medina  was  forced  to 
flee  Chile  in  1892  because 
he  supported  the  losing 
side  in  the  country's  civil 
war;  his  friend  and  bene- 
factor, Jose  Balmaceda, 
then  president  of  Chile, 
was  deposed,  and  later  com- 
mitted suicide. 

Fortunately  for  Medina, 
he  had  received  earlier  an 
invitation  from  the  Argen- 
tine government  to  visit 
their  country  to  compile  a 
bibliographical  study  of  La 
Plata  region,  comprising 
parts  of  Argentina,  Para- 
guay and  Uruguay.  He  left 
his  wife  in  Santiago  and 
travelled  by  horseback 
across  the  Andes... no  easy 
feat... where  he  remained 
for  eight  months. 

After  completing  his 
assigned  task,  he  found 
time  to  compile  one  other 
bibliography,  that  on  Gen- 
eral Jose  Miguel  Carrera. 
Both  works  were  printed  on 
the  press  of  the  Museo  de 
la  Plata. 

Late  in  1892  Senora 
Medina  joined  her  husband 
in  Argentina,  and  they  sail- 
ed for  Spain,  where  they 
remained  until  1896.  During 
those  years  Medina  was  to 
be  found  daily  in  the  ar- 
chives of  Seville,  Cadiz, 
or  wherever  colonial  docu- 
ments might  be  located. 

Medina's  exile  in  Spain 
bore  abundant  fruit  in  the 
seven  years  following  his 
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return  to  Chile;  he  publish- 
ed 78  volumes  in  that  peri- 
od, mostly  bibliographies, 
but  the  total  included  his- 
tories, biographies  and  geo- 
graphical studies.  All  re- 
lated to  his  life's  goal  of 
a complete  history  of  Span- 
ish rule  in  the  New  World. 

By  the  year  1897,  Medina 
had  received  awards,  cita- 
tions, medals,  and  other 
honors  from  many  countries, 
however,  Chile  didn't  recog- 
nize her  most  famous  son 
until  that  year;  he  was  ap- 
pointed an  academic  member 
of  the  University  of 
Chile's  Facultad  de  Filoso- 
fia  y Humanides,  an  overdue 
honor  because  there  hadn't 
been  a vacant  chair. 

Medina  didn't  fill  the 
position  long,  though,  for 
he  just  wasn't  'cut  out'  to 
be  a teacher.  He  claimed 
later  that  he  had  become 
discouraged  due  to  a lack 
of  interest  on  the  part  of 
his  students,  most  of  whom 
viewed  history  as  an  ancil- 
lary subject.  Basically  a 
research  writer,  he  resign- 
ed his  position  with  the 
university  and  returned  to 
those  pursuits  more  to  his 
liking . 

In  1901  Medina  was  ap- 
pointed as  Consul  General 
of  Chile  to  Madrid,  but  he 
refused  the  post.  Late  in 
1902  he  was  cited  by  offi- 
cial decree  to  investigate 
the  public  libraries  and 
archives  in  Europe,  and  to 
report  his  findings  to  the 
government  of  Chile;  it  was  > 
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a task  he  undertook 
happily . 

He  remained  in  Europe... 
Spain,  primarily .. .until 
1904,  when  he  returned  with 
more  than  8,000  pages  of 
notes,  and  nearly  10,000 
rare  books  and  documents  re- 
lating to  Spanish  colonial 
history.  Within  the  next 
eight  years  Medina  publish- 
ed 60  volumes,  most  of 
which  related  to  printing 
in  colonial  cities  of  the 
New  World,  including  New 
Orleans,  La. 

In  1912  Medina  returned 
to  Spain,  primarily  to 
search  for  material  on  his 
obsession,  Alonso  de 
Ercilla;  within  six  months 
he  had  found  and  copied 
more  than  600  documents  on 
the  poet.  The  results  of 
this  effort  was  the  even- 
tual publication  of  four 
volumes  on  Ercilla,  for  a 
total  of  five  up  to  that 
time,  with  a sixth  being 
ready  for  publication  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  (13) 

As  the  years  pressed  on 
Medina,  his  production 
slowed  in  quantity,  but  not 
qualitatively.  During  the 
years  from  1904  to  1923, 
Medina  published  'only'  38 
volmes;  in  the  latter  year, 
the  University  of  Chile 
held  a special  convocation 
in  his  honor,  celebrating 
his  50th  year  as  a writer. 
Highlight  of  the  event  was 
the  presentation  of  a gold 
medal  to  Medina  by  the 
president  of  Chile,  Arturo 
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Of  special  note  to  numis- 
matists is  a gold  medal 
that  Medina  presented  to 
his  wife  in  1899,  commemo- 
rating their  wedding  anni- 
versary. The  obverse  of  the 
medal  depicts  the  couple, 
facing  right;  the  reverse 
reads,  "AMOR  LABORQUE 
FELICITAS  VITAE,"  which 
translates  as,  "Happiness 
in  Life  is  Found  in  Love 
and  Labor . " 

Medina  received  many 
honors  during  his  lifetime, 
and  he  was  elected  to  near- 
ly 40  learned  societies, 
among  them:  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  American 
Association  of  Teachers  of 
Spanish,  American  Geograph- 
ical Society,  American 
Jewish  Historical  Society, 
Bibliographical  Society  of 
America,  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society. 

'Foreign'  societies  in- 
clude: Real  Academia  Espan- 
ola,  the  Jewish  Historical 
Society  of  England,  and 
societies  in  Ecuador,  Peru, 
Mexico,  Portugal,  Bolivia, 
Argentina,  Uruguay,  France, 
and  Guatemala. 

Medina  was  the  first 
American  to  receive  the 
Grand  Cross  of  Alfonso  XII, 
rendered  only  to  those  who 
have  performed  the  highest 
services  to  Spain.  In  1910 
the  Junta  de  Historia  y 
Numismatica  Argentina 
struck  a special  medal  in 
his  honor;  the  Sociedad  de 
Geografia  y Historia 
(Chile,)  presented  him  with> 
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its  gold  medal.  The  Nation- 
al University  of  Mexico 
awarded  him  its  Doctor's 
Degree  honoris  causa. 
Obviously,  Medina  didn't 
lack  recognition  or  honors. 

On  December  11,  1930, 
Medina  died  after  a long 
bout  with  pneumonia.  As 
they  were  childless,  he  was 
survived  only  by  his  widow, 
who  lived  until  1936. 

IV.  COMMENTARY 

If  someone  were  to  com- 
pile a list  of  the  'Top 
100'  geniuses  of  any 
century,  Medina's  name 
would  be  on  it,  so  valuable 
are  his  contributions  to 
humanity:  Anthropologist, 
bio-bibliographer,  cartog- 
rapher, geographer,  lawyer, 
historian,  linguist,  liter- 
ary critic,  naturalist, 
numismatist,  phiologist, 
editor,  printer,  publisher, 
and  binder.  He  excelled  in 
all  of  those  fields  and 
more;  truly,  'a  man  for  any 
reason. ' 
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1.  'America'  and  'American'  are 
used  in  this  article  in  the  collec- 
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2.  ROBERTS,  Sarah  Elizabeth.  Jose 
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Works , Washington,  D.C.,  1941, 
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of  Jose  Toribio  Medina,  where  he 
states  that  Medina  was  born  on, 
"...October  12,  1852."  He  also 
states  that  Medina  died  in, 
"...October,  1930,"  whereas  he 
died  on  December  11,  1930.  The 
next  error  is,  "He  published  21 
works ..." 

Alcedo  Almanzar  apparently  copied 
Schulman's  mistakes,  for  he  used 
the  same  dates  in  his  'Medina'  auc- 
tion catalogs  of  August  31,  1970, 
and  April  12,  1971.  In  his  Fore- 
word to  the  Quarterman  reprint  of 
Medal  las  de  Proclamaciones  y 
Juras , Boston,  1973,  Almanzar 
repeats  the  errors. 

9.  CHIAPPA,  Victor  M.  Obras  de 
Medina,  (in)  Revista  Chilena  de 
Historia  y Geograffca,  XL V 1 1 , 3d 
qtr. , 1923,  p 144 . 

10.  Humanist,  op.cit.,  p50. 

11.  See  'Notes  on  the  Medina  Bibli- 
ography' for  more  information  on 
this  press.  (In  next  issue. -Ed.) 

12.  LEHMANN-HAUPT , Helmut.  Medina 
as  a Printer,  (in)  Humanist,  p 186 . 

13.  ROBERTS,  op.cit.,  p50. 

(Continued  Next  Issue) 


Fall  & Winter,  1985 


WANTED 

Numismatic  Libraries 
or 

Single  Titles 
Call  or  Write 

CAL  WILSON 

38228  Glenmoor  Dr. 
Fremont,  CA  94536 
(415)  792-4133 


